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In contrast, out-of-school youth with disabilities are seeing friends much more often
than they were 2 years earlier. Just over half of youth with disabilities reported seeing
friends at least weekly outside of organized groups and any school they may attend, an
increase from about one-third of youth 2 years earlier.

Almost two-thirds of youth with disabilities who are 18 or older are registered to vote, a
rate similar to that for the general population of youth.

When they have been out of secondary school up to 2 years, about half of youth with
disabilities have been stopped by police for other than a traffic violation, and 16% have
spent a night in jail, both significant increases in a 2-year period. Almost 3 in 10 have
been arrested at least once, and 1 in 5 are on probation or parole. These rates of arrest
and being on probation or parole have not increased significantly since leaving high
school, and the arrest rate is not significantly different from that of peers in the general
population.

Results Associated with Dropping Out of School

Failure to complete high school is associated with a variety of negative consequences for
youth with disabilities in their early postschool years.

Dropouts are significantly less likely to be engaged in school, work, or preparation for
work shortly after high school than are school completers; two-thirds of dropouts have
been engaged in these activities, compared with almost seven in eight school
completers.

Not surprisingly, the forms of engagement of dropouts are unlikely to include
postsecondary education. Controlling for other differences between dropouts and
completers, including their functional cognitive abilities and previous academic
achievement, dropouts with disabilities are 18 percentage points less likely to have
enrolled in a 2- or 4-year college shortly after high school than are school completers.
Eight percent of dropouts have attended vocational, business, or technical schools, and
1% have attended a 2-year college at some time since leaving high school.

The rate of holding a paid job since high school among both dropouts and school

completers is about 85%. However, dropouts with disabilities tend to work more hours
per week (an average of 34 vs. 27 for school completers). Because dropouts and school
completers earn quite similar hourly wages, the longer hours worked by dropouts result,
in the short run, in their total earnings being higher on average than those of completers.

Dropouts are more likely to support independent households and children than are
school completers. More than one-fourth of dropouts with disabilities are living
independently with a spouse or partner, and one-fifth are parenting, rates of independent
living and parenting that are more than four times those of youth with disabilities who
completed high school.

Dropouts are less likely than school completers to have such supports for independence
as a driver’s license or a checking account, and they are much less likely to be registered
to vote.

This is an executive summary of Wagner, M., Newman, L., Cameto, R., Garza, N., & Levine, P. (2005). After high school: A
first look at the postschool experiences of youth with disabilities. A report from the National Longitudinal Transition Study-2
(NLTS2). Menlo Park, CA: SRI International.
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